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MARK THESE
DATES

October 22nd
Photo retakes

October 23-25
Fall Tourn.

of Plays

October 27th
DHS Fall Orchestra 

Concert
7:30 pm

October 29th
DHS Fall Chorus

Concert 7:30

October 30th
DHS Fall Band

Concert 7:30

October 31st
DHS Grades close

Dear Parent/Guardian:

SPIRIT WEEK:
As you may know, we have made a number of student-driven changes to our activities around Spirit Week.   
I am very happy to let you know that the week was a true success.  There was a LOT of student buy-in with 
regard to the dress-up days and the events of the week.  The pep rally was a lot of fun, the Homecoming 
sporting events had some great games, and the dance went well (raising over $800 for the junior class 
prom).  It was very heartening to see the students approach the week with flair and energy that made it so 
much fun for them and us.  What is also important to note is that, even with the different costumes and the 
energy, teaching and learning continued in building throughout the week.  Many thanks to the DHS Student 
Council, the DHS Culture Club, and Advisors Lew Alberti (who also emceed the pep rally), Becky McLean, 
and Matt Files who worked on this week’s events for months.  Thanks also to the PTO for the decorations 
for the gym.  Last, congratulations to Erin Guilfoile and Ben Caliendo, who were voted by their peers to be 
the Homecoming King and Queen.

NHS ‘PUTTING FOR PATIENTS’: 
The National Honor Society students and advisors put on a very successful fundraising activity this past 
Saturday.  Nearly 200 people took part in the activities of the day, which raised $4100(!) that will go straight 
to the Jimmy Fund.  This entire activity took over 5 months for the NHS officers, members, and advisors 
(Karen Irvine-Thorne and Karen Benson) to plan and execute and they did a fantastic job!

FALL TOURNAMENT OF PLAYS:
The DHS Fall Tournament of Plays will be held on October 23rd, 24th, and 25th in the DHS Black Box 
Theater beginning at 7:30pm.  Those in attendance will be treated to three class plays that are always 
entertaining to watch.  I urge you all to attend on any of the show nights in support of our Drama Program.  
Parking is available next to the old middle school, which requires you to drive around the new school and 
use the high school entrance.  
(Please see Parking and Traffic Plan on the school website under ‘Hot Topics’)

PSAT:  
I wanted to thank Jim Donovan and Lisa Dembowski who planned the logistics for the successful PSAT 
administration last week that tested over 500 students in grades 10 and 11.  Such an administration has a lot 
of moving parts and a lot of people worked hard with Jim and Lisa to make it work. 

FALL ATHLETICS:
Our fall athletic teams have been enjoying much success and have all qualified for post-season play!  Please 
see the Athletic site on the DHS website (www.duxbury.k12.ma.us -- select Duxbury High School and the 
Athletics tab) for specific information.  

REMINDERS
CHANGE OF SCHEDULE:
• The School Committee has approved a shift of professional days for November:
• Tuesday, November 4, 2014 will be a full day professional day – students will not have school.
• The half-day professional day scheduled for Thursday, November 6, 2014 will be a regular school day.

Thank you, and have a great week!!!
Andrew Stephens – Principal



Interested in Study Abroad? Come to AFS Info Night!
Wednesday, October 22, 7 PM
Duxbury High School
Whether you’re seriously considering going abroad or just curious, attend our AFS Information Night event to learn about study-
ing abroad. US students who’ve participated and foreign students here this year will speak and answer questions; experienced 
parents will also be on hand. There’s still time to study abroad for a summer, semester, or year. With more than 140 programs in 
40 countries around the world, AFS Volunteers can help you find the program that’s right for you. Learn how extraordinary the 
ordinary can be when you live and go to school in another country. See you there! Bring a Friend! Parents welcome too!
.
AFS is a worldwide nonprofit that has been leading international student exchange for 65 years.

CLASSES COMPETE IN THE FALL TOURNAMENT OF PLAYS

The first productions of the year for DHS’ Thespian Troupe #355 are cast by grade in a competition called the Fall Tournament of 
Plays.  Freshmen, sophomores and juniors will go head-to-head with one-act play selections starting each night at 7:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, October 23 through Saturday, October 25 in the new Black Box Theater.  Tickets are $5 for students and seniors, $7 for 
all others.  The plays are all performed each night in a different order, with judges among the audiences.  The winning play and an 
All-Star cast are named after the final performance.  

The freshman play this year is Small Actors, a comedy full of twists and turns directed by Darin Macfarlane and student directed 
by senior Skyler Wright.  The sophomores will perform the hilarious play with “crazy” characters, A Mad Breakfast, under the 
direction of Jeff Macfarlane and senior student director Chris Leaverton.  Finally, the juniors, guided by Richard Miller and senior 
student director Ginny Wyatt, will perform My Client Curley, a raucous journey from failure to success.   Come root for one 
grade or check out some of the talent you will see more of all year long!

PTO News

Thank you to Chris Coakley, Andrea Tougas, and Beth Halligan for their help in decorationg the gym for the pep rally Friday, and 
for all those who donated water for the Homecoming dance.  We really appreciate your “behind the scenes” help in making Spirit 
week memorable for the students.

Start the new school year off right and join the PTO!  Our membership drive is in full swing.  Help us try to get to 100 members 
by the end of October.  All registered members as of November 1st will be entered into a drawing for a $50 Foodies gift card. 
Membership is just $25 and goes a long way to improving the experience of each student here at DHS.  No need to bake or head 
a committee!  Just join for $25 and you can participate as much or as little as you’d like.  Freshman parents, joining the PTO is an 
especially great way to feel connected to your new school.  Click on the “organizations” tab on the high school website and join 
today!  It’s easy!

Introducing the brand new journalism club! If you like writing, photography or just want to learn more about the world of journal-
ism come join us in room A308 Monday October 20th at 3:00 to kick off this fun new club! You will get the chance to be pub-
lished in our newspaper The Dragon Flyer. Please see Beni DiVasta, Celia Borghesani, Ashton Benson-Bush, Maggie Connolly or 
Mr. Brown with any questions!



As you are likely aware, the United States has been experiencing a nationwide outbreak of enterovirus D68 (EV-D68) associated 
with severe respiratory illness that has been especially harmful to children, the U.S.  Department of Education and our federal 
health partners have a number of informational resources to share with you.
 
Almost all of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)-confirmed cases this year of EV-D68 infection have been 
among children.  Many of the children had asthma or a history of wheezing.  Many parents continue to be worried about the 
outbreak and want information about what they can do to prevent illness and protect themselves and their families.  The CDC has 
developed information and resources for parents about EV-D68.  Please help us to address parents’ questions and concerns and 
make them aware that these resources are available.

Fact sheet for parents, “What Parents Need to Know about Enterovirus D68”
http://www.cdc.gov/non-polio-enterovirus/downloads/EV68-factsheet.pdf

Parents, CDC addresses your questions & concerns w/ new educational materials about EV-D68. 
http://1.usa.gov/1o92Sdx 

Concerned about #enterovirus? Here’s what you need to know about EV-D68 & respiratory illness.
 http://1.usa.gov/1sC9Jfc 

Parents, follow these steps to protect kids, esp those w/ asthma, from EV-D68 & other viruses that cause respiratory illness.
http://go.usa.gov/VyzA

DSU Opportunities for High School Students  
SAT Boot Camp at DSU – now booking for the January test date.(November 1st – January 16th). This program is unique; cover-
ing test content and test taking strategies, as well as time management, endurance and test anxiety. The Boot camp consists of 7 
sessions hosted at DSU, which include: Strategy sessions, Customized lessons, Circuit practice test with immediate evaluation, 
2:1 student to tutor ratio, Approximately 6 full SAT practice tests. This complete SAT prep course builds confidence and will give 
your student the tools they need to succeed. Registration is now open to prepare for the December 6, 2014 test.   Contact Jean 
Waltz at j.jw2@verizon.net or Linda Abelli at lindaabelli@gmail.com to reserve your student’s spot. 
 
Save the Date: DSU High School & Alumni Coffee House is Friday, November 28th at 7:30pm. Musicians are currently being 
recruited. Email Sue Bradford at admin@duxburystudentunion.com if you or your band would like to perform.
 
Have you been asked to host a team dinner and just don’t have the space to entertain a large group? As part of DSU’s mission to 
engage high school students, DSU has week day mornings and evenings available for team dinners. You bring the food, beverages 
and guests and clean up afterwards like you were never there and the room rental is waived. Email your request to Sue Bradford 
at admin@duxburystudentunion.com

Volunteer at DSU: DSU is always looking for volunteers interested in youth development and even nonprofit management. Join 
our database of exceptional volunteers after school or at special events. Email admin@duxburystudentunion.com with your name, 
address, email, phone & availability & we will contact you with upcoming opportunities
 
Join our Sitter database :DSU is always looking for great sitters to recommend to Duxbury families. Teens with sitting experience 
are encouraged to join our database. Click here to share your name, address, email, phone and availability. Please answer the 
following questions - Do you drive? Are you certified in CPR and First Aid? Are you available after school? 

DSU seeks a D.J.: If your teen or college student is available Friday or Saturday nights and has experience playing appropriate 
music appealing to teens, we want to hear from you. Bring your playlist. Experience with lighting and audio equipment a plus. 
Email admin@duxburystudentunion.com a cover letter outlining your interest and experience. 






